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Thrissur

Introduction

The country of festivals is now enriched with the contributions of Kudumbashree. During the period, the activities have given soothing movement on the path to the betterment of downtrodden. Areas of coverage has expanded in the Urban Local Bodies like Thrissur Municipal Corporation by adding 5 Grama Panchayaths and in Kunnamkulam Municipality by adding one Grama Panchayath  and part of another one. The vistas of development are envisaged by helping the 14471 Risk families in the urban areas and 2 lakh risk  families in rural areas.

 In the first phase 60 Grama Panchayths, and in the second and third phases 16 each Grama Panchayaths have been covered under the scheme. Thus a total of 92 Grama Panchayaths have now been under the Kudumbashree,thus covering 29.75 lakh of population of the District.

Major Activities

Not only to fight against poverty   but also to provide a mechanism for convergence of various ideas, resources and services are available to the poor. Discrimination on gender, Capacity building, Empowerment of poor, Strengthening of micro credit system, Development of informal bank of the poor etc are the major activities undertaken by the District Mission. Skill development at the local level, Self employment to the NHG members, Provision of Sanitary latrines, Houses, Safe drinking water, Footpath, Drainage, Bathing ghats likewise activities were also included. Remedial Education setup, Handholding supports to the Micro Entrepreneurs were also considered as pivotal activities. 

A. 
Urban Area 

The generation of self employment includes DWCUA units   like IT Centers, Catering Units, Soap Making  Units, Direct Marketing Groups, Courier Services, Soft Toys, Umbrella Making Units, Off Set Printing  Press, Ethnic Food making units , Bamboo Mat units ,Dairy units, Provisional stores, Paperbag making units, Hollow brick units, Telephone repair& services  units.In Urban Self Employment Programme Elephant accoutrements,  Crassi Manufacturing, Stone Carving, Handloom weaving , Ready-mades etc   are worth mentioning.

(a) NHG

General conscientisation progrmmes, Capacity building training imparted to the NHG leaders are very much beneficial to them. It converts them as vehicle for the transformation of Urban Reduction activities. 

(b) 
ADS

There are a total number of 31 Area Development societies in Thrissur District. Training programmes on various subjects were conducted at the ADS level. Details of Training Conducted at ADS level are listed below.

	Name of ULB
	Subjects dealt

	Irinjalakuda
	Health of children and feeding mothers, Improving Thrift

	Thrissur
	5day Training Programme to NHG members, 2 day Programme to potential beneficiaries, 3 day programme for entrepreneurial Development.

	Kunnamkulam
	Community financial Management,Accounting,Legal Rights 

	Chavakkad
	Polio, Leprosy eradication, Awareness programmes about the rights of citizens, Linkage banking

	Chalakudy
	Human Rights, Child labour, River management, Health Programmes etc 

	Kodungallur
	Book Keeping & Accounts, Gramotsav & Arts festival in ADSs 

	Guruvayur
	Atrocities against women, Child Rigthts,breast feeding etc


(b) CDS

A 5-day exhibition cum sales Mela was arranged at Thrissur during Onam season. Products from all Urban Local Bodies were brought for sale and an amount of Rs 1 lakh was collected through sales

The following training programmes were conducted at the CDS level. 

Skill Up Gradation:  Training in Tissue culture, Solar Cooker making, Telephone& cell phone repairing, Electrical &Electronic items repairing, Printing, Kada Bird rearing   Paper bags making, School & Vanity bag making etc were imparted in this District. Amount spent as on March was Rs  2911453/

Details of Thrift &Credit are shown below 

Thrift Collection and Lending in Municipal areas have been considerably increased An amount of Rupees 8531033/ have been collected as Thrift as against an amount of rupees 7237190/ during the previous year. An amount of Rupees 7890339/has been lent out as on date.

	Sl No
	Name of ULB
	Total Amount Of Thrift Collected
	Total amount of Loan Given

	1
	Thrissur
	  1516770
	1472430

	2
	Kunnamkulam
	579423
	463265

	3
	Irinjalakuda
	579423
	463265

	4
	Chavakkad
	1129322
	792415

	5
	Kodungaloor
	1635337
	1558700

	6
	Chalakudy
	2243764
	2325924

	7
	Guruvayoor
	846994
	814340

	
	Total
	8531033
	7890339


II 
Poverty Eradication Programme
(a) SJSRY 

DWCUA 
There were 102 DWCUA Units as on 31-3-2002. The  SJSRY Action Plan of 2001-2002 of all Municipalities were approved for the amounts noted against their names 

	Sl No
	Name OF ULB
	TOTAL

	1
	Thrissur
	7431394

	2
	Chavakkad
	1463565

	3
	Kodungallur
	1388365

	4
	Chalakudy
	1152000

	5
	Kunnamkulam
	1782243

	6
	Irinjalakuda
	1811145

	7
	Guruvayur
	1847729

	
	Total
	16876441


Out of the 102 DWCUA Units functioning in the District as on March 2002, 39 were started during 2000-2001. A total no of 1020women were engaged in these activities. Total Subsidy released to these Units comes to Rs 8320000/. DWCUA units includes KSRTC Canteens at Chalakudy and Guruvayur, MRS Tribal Hostel Canteen at Chalakudy, Canteen at Thrissur Corporation Building, Soap Making Units at Chalakudy, Chavakkad and Guruvayur, Dairy Units at Chavakkad, Irinjalakdua,  Guruvayur and Chalakudy. Agriculrural Nursery at Chalakudy, Mini Offset printing Press at Thrissur Corporation, IT Units at Irinjalakuda, Chalakudy, Chavakkad,Kunnamkulam, and Kodungallur, Neighbour courior service at Thrissur  etc.

USEP Units

Under USEP identified beneficiaries were selected through the task force consisting of Lead Bank Manager, AGM NABARD, and Managers of local banks Etc. Similarly Municipal level Bankers meeting were convened in all Municipalities to review the programmes of the project implementation in addition to the BLBC meetings. In Thrissur District 900 numbers of beneficiaries were assisted under USEP. Total expenditure stands at Rs 3057676/. USEP assistance were given to individual entrepreneurs to make Elephant accoutrements, Crassi Manufacturing, Stone Carving, Handloom weaving, Ready-mades, Tuition Centres etc  

UWEP

The total expenditure was Rs 3558540. This programme was properly linked with People's Plan Programme. Projects like construction of roads,drainages,footpaths, digging of drinking wells, etc were undertaken under the Programme. The total Expenditure under SJSRY for the District stands at Rs 25027612/

NSDP 

Under this programme the total expenditure as on March stands at Rs 17813349/. The programme includes construction of 147 new houses and renovation of another 147 houses in Kodungallur Municipality. Another 147 beneficiaries have been selected   for electrification. 183 families have been assisted in the construction of sanitary latrines.

In Irinjalakuda Municipality 150 families have been assisted for repairing houses.3 Drinking water wells have been dug in 3 wards.

In Chavakkad Municipality 46 families have been assisted under 'Shelter Up-Gradation' and 52 for construction of new houses.

In Kunnamkulam Municipality construction of new houses to 35 families undertook and shelter up gradation to 200 Nos. Construction of Sanitary latrines to 68 families also completed.

III 
Exchange  visits of the Units

B
Rural Area

(a) 
In Thrissur District, out of the 92 Grama panchayths, 60 Grama Panchayaths have been selected initially for extending the Kudumbashree activities. Later the programme was extended to all Panchayaths where Kumbashree Ayalkkotams have been formed and started collection of thrifts. A total number of 140376 NHGs have been formed and more than Rs 9.54 crores have been collected as Thrift. The District Collector as the chief Excutive of   Kudumabshree   is regularly reviewing the Panchayath level activities. Kudumbahsree Panchyath samithies are being formed in the Grama Panchyaths. An amount of Rs 959249/have been spent for Panchayath level Training till date.During the year 2000-2001 an amount of Rs 27 lakhs was earmarked for 23 Panchayaths  as Special Central Assistance and for the year 2001-2002 an amount of Rs 2.74 crores was ear marked  for the 76 Grama Panchayaths. Some of these GramaPanchayths   have lent from accumulated thrift deposits   to start small Micro Enterprises. Opening of a 'Drive- in- Restaurant' on the way side of NH 47 by Parappukara Panchyath is worth mentioning. An Offset press in Thekkumkara Grama Panchayth is in the anvil. 

C
Tribal Area

Another area of intervention is the Tribal Sector. A total of 15 numbers of NHGs were also formed in Tribal areas like Vazhachal, Pukalappara, Vachumaram Anakkayam,  Pillappara covering more than 263 families. NHGs are functioning even in Kadar Colonies, which is having a population of 1250 and considered as primitive  and most backward. Total amount of Thrift  collected from the tribal areas comes to Rs 125845. The District Mission office succeeded bring together the services of various govt. departments for the smooth conduct of Pulse Polio Immunization Programme in the tribal areas. Computer training, Bamboo goods making etc are the new area identified by the groups this year. Mass contact programmes were also conducted under the leadership of District Collector at Vazhachal,  Thirumani and Mettinmugal.This also enabled to sort out different issues of Tribals. The DMC was included as a member of District level working Group for STs.

D
Monitoring & Feed back

The USEP and DWCUA   programmes are properly monitored. Beneficiaries were called upon to provide handholding and escort services them. Problems arising at the municipal level were sorted out with the help of Municipal level monitoring committees and at ward level with help of  the Councilors and Standing Committee chairpersons.

E
Visitors from   outside.

A team of officials from Pakistan Urban Studies visited Thrissur.Team leader  Mrs Farsana Bari and others have had 2 day's interaction with various development departments at KILA. A brief presentation on the Kudumbashree activities was made.Interaction with some panchayaths having Kudumbashree activities were also made.

Dr Humkin, Chief Consultant of ADB who visited Thrissur   also had discussions with Kudumbashreeand  the Corporation authorities.

Dr Sarala Gopalan, IAS Consultant of  ADB also had discussions with the Kudumbashree officials and visited Guruvayur Municipality.

Dr Murachami paid a two  day visit in Chalakudy and Guruvayur Municipalities together with Officers from Tamilnadu Women Development Corporation. They  conducted a short visit to Thrissur Corporation also.

A team consisting Parliament members lead by Mrs Margret Alwa visited the District. 

A Team consisting of the students of social welfare from Hydrabad   also visited the office. Kudumbashree programmes were explained to them. 

F
Exchange Visits of Kudumbashree Officers  

District-to-District visits were conducted during   the period. Palakkad, Idukki, Kollam, Malappuram, and Thiruvanthapuram Districts were covered.

G 
Trainings attended by the Officers

The District Mission Co-Ordinator & the Assistant District Mission Co- Ordinator   was selected to attend a two  week long Training Programme by EDII at ICM Poojappura. An exposure visit to Lucknow was also made by the DMC. DMC attended a One-day Seminar organised by the Child Development Centre Thriuvanthapuram. Assistant District Mission Co-Ordinators attended the Training programme at EDII Ahamadabad. 

A one day Training was conducted by the Institute of Small Enterprises Development on 2001August at Ernakulam on Small Enterprises Development. DMC participated in this programme.In July 20th SPEM has arranged a Training to DMCs/ADMCs at the Head Quarters about the MBTI technique. Shi Santhosh Babu from IISS conducted the programme.They have also attended in the Vision Sharing Workshop conducted during April 2001at the Head Quarters.

H 
Trainings conducted by the Officers 

Trainings were imparted to the Officials of Grama Panchayaths selected for Kudumbashree activities. A One-day Seminar (Say Yes to Children) was organised under the auspices of UNICEF and Child Development Centre Thiruvananthapuram. Another One-day seminar on Child Rights was also organised for the activists NHGs NYKs, Health volunteers and Sakharatha Preraks sponsored by Child Development Centre Thiruvnanthapuram.  A two day Gender Budgeting Workshop for the elected Municipal Councilors of Thrissur District was conducted at Rama Nilayam. 

I
Other activities

(a) The District Mission participated in the IITF 2001 conducted at New Delhi during November 2001.Productsbrought from various urban and local area  like Halwa, Ramacham soap, Bamboo mats, Wall calendars, Kuthampully handloom, pure coconut oil etc were exhibited .

(b) The activities of the Voluntary Organisations like AVARD, Bodhi Councelling Centre, Vimala Councelling Centre, Kasturaba Trust Etc, which are actively functioning in the field of empowering women, are effectively utilised for the benefit of Kudumbashree women Groups.

(c) Another Society started under the Chairmanship of District Collector is known as NANMA.(National Association for Neighborhood and Maithri) which is conducting conscientisation programmes for the prevention of suicide and raising social values. DMC is the joint convener of this programme.

(d) Organisations like SISI,NYK, Handicrafts Development etc were associated with different activities in Thrissur District.

(e) Kudumbashree provided an assistance of Rs 54660/ to an accident victim from Kodungallur Municipal CDS

(f) DMC is a member in the Accident Care and Transport society (ACTS) started under the leadership of the District collector for surviving the life of accident victims.

(g) Participation of SGSY committees at Block level and District level was ensured. Similarly in the sectoral committees of District Panchayath, Kudumbashree particpation was ensured. 

(h) Literacy activities- classes at Pzhayannur and Kondazhy Grama Panchayaths in association with Sakharatha Mission.

(i) NGOs like KESS,SSS, AVARD have assisted for organising womens NHGs in rural areas in Panchayaths like Nadathara,Kodassery etc.

(j) In collaboration with Matsyafed classes to fishermen's NHGs at Azhikode,Kodunagallur,and Thalikulam.

(k) Bamboo cultivation, Growing of good quality bamboo and classes to Tribals with KFRI.

(l) In the last Legislative Assembly Election process the District team participated as the authorised officer of the District Collector, for doing the electioneering process

