Kottayam

Introduction:

Kottayam is a land of unique characteristics. It is borded by the  lofty western ghats on the east and the Vembanad Lake and paddy fields of Kuttanad on the west, Panoramic backwater stretches, lush paddy fields, highlands, extensive rubber plantation and a totally literate people have given this district the enviable title: the land of letters – latex and lakes. This district lies between North latitude 9* and 10* east longitude 76* and 77*. It holds 10th  place in the state considering its area. Besides 74 grama panchayats with in the 11 block panchayats, the 4 municipalities and the District Panchayat constitutes the local bodies of Kottayam District.

Profile of the District

	Area

Taluks

Municipalities

Grama Panchayats

Block Panchayats

Revenue villages

Total Population

Male population

Female population

SC population

ST Population

Density of Population  (per sq.km)

Literacy
	: 2203 sq.km

: 5

: 4

: 74

: 11

: 95

: 1828271

: 912860

: 915411

: 135876

: 17996

: 833

: 95.7%


I.
Urban Area

Four Local Bodies in Kottayam District are Kottayam, Changanassery, Vaikom and Pala Municipalities and Community Development Society System is developed in all these ULBs. A detailed information about the ULBs are given below.

	Particulars
	Name of ULB
	Total

	
	CHRY
	KTM
	VKM
	PALA
	

	  Population
	52445
	63155
	21751

	21890
	159251

	Total No.of families

	15236
	12632
	4524

	3923
	36315

	Tl.No.of Risk families     
	3226
	2608
	1345
	783
	7962

	Total Population of Risk Families          
	16130
	13295
	6487
	3980
	39892

	No of NHGs
	92
	74
	43
	      34
	243


Major Activities

Monthly trainings were given to secretaries of NHGs in 4 ULBs to increase the competence of them. Activities of NHGs were reviewed individually in these meetings. Classes for 220 persons of NHGs were conducted in a phased manner with focus on Women Empowerment, SJSRY project clinic, Leadership and Personnel relation development. One day Shilpasala on Law Awareness and social problems of women were conducted at Changanassery. Class on micro enterprises was conducted for 60 participants at Vaikom. Awareness classes on thrift and credit society to 260 persons at NHG level were conducted in Kottayam Municipality. Training classes on Community medicine, Personal hygeine and project clinics were conducted at ADS level to 650 persons at Kottayam. Also accounting classes to DWCUA group members (40 Nos.) were done at CDS level.

Skill Upgradation training on Milk Products Manufacturing to 30 persons from 23/07/2001 to 18/07/2001 & Food Processing (MEGSAT) programme by STED   to 40 persons from 04/09/2001 to 17/09/2001were conducted. In addition to this, 23 persons from Kottayam and Vaikom CDSs were attended in training on Direct Marketing at Ernakulam. Besides, Training on Computer to 70 persons, driving to 10 persons, tailoring to 30 persons was conducted. Utilizing these trained personnel, a large number of income generating activities were started under USEP and DWCUA in all ULBs.

Statistics of Thrift and Credit


Thrift and Credit details as on 31/03/2002 in 4 ULBs are given below.

	Name of ULB
	Thrift Collection
	Loan Amount

	Changanassery
	19,69480
	18,63585

	Kottayam
	13,87120
	 6,54294

	Vaikom
	6,33771
	5,11,292

	Pala
	   6,65559
	 7,26500

	Total
	4,65,5930
	3755671


II
Poverty Eradication Programme

(a)   SJSRY

The USEP and DWCUA units started in the ULBs are listed below.

	Name of ULB
	No. Of USEP units started
	No. Of DWCUA units started

	Changanassery
	45
	3

	Kottayam
	56
	5

	Vaikom
	-
	1

	Pala
	8
	2

	Total
	109
	11


Some of the major Micro Enterprises are IT at School, Milk products Manufacturing, Direct Marketing etc. 

(b)    UWEP

The following community assets were formed under this scheme. 31 nos of road works, 10drainage cleaning works ,one anganwadi construction  and one community hall construction were done in 4 ULBs  

(c)     NSDP 

Construction of 211 houses,253 latrines ,142  shelter upgradation works, 180 house wiring,20 foot  path work and 1 culvert were taken up at ULBs  of this district. 

III.   Rural Area 

 Major Activities    

Out of the74 grama  panchayats in this District ,13 have been already selected during last year and the remaining 61 have been selected during this year for extending kudumbashree activities to rural areas. After the state level trainings, panchayat level  conventions were conducted to the resource persons to make NHGs , ADSs and CDS in the panchayat. 2300 NHGs were formed in 28 grama panchayats 

IV.   Monitoring and feed back 

(a)  Urban 

Monthly mis is collected from all the ULBs regarding functioning of NHGs, thrift and credit, the progress of SJSRY and NSDP programmes. Monthly RIS is collected  on a regular basis from the banks regarding the repayment of loans availed under SJSRY programme. 

District level review meeting was held monthly to review and monitor the functioning of CDSs and implementation of action plan. The District Mission Team also participates in the monthly RCV meeting of NHGs at CDSs level at Municipalities .

(b)  Rural

Monthly review meeting of charge officers at panchayat level is conducted by the District  Mission Co-ordinator to evaluate their activities and to plan future programmes. Monthly Management Information System is practiced at rural level.

V.     Visitors from Outside

World Bank assisted project for ‘Diversified Agricultural Support’ in UP team visited Dairy unit and other units of Kottayam.

A team from Nagarcovil Municipality of Tamil Nadu visited DWCUA units at Changanassery and Kottayam ULBs.

VI.    Exchange visits

CDS functionaries along with Municipal Councilors visited Kalpetta, Vadakara and Kozhikode CDSs on 28-09-2001. CDS functionaries of Kottayam Municipality visited Kalamassery and Cherthala CDSs and DWCUA units on 27/04/2001.

VII.  Trainings attended by Officers

District Mission team attended EDII training on Entreprenuership Development at ICM Poojappura.. The District Mission Co-ordinator attended Rural Marketing training at EDII Ahamedabad from 11/02/2002 to 25/02/2002. Also mission team attended ‘Man Catching Programme’ of HRD conducted at Kottayam. Workshop on Gender Budgeting at IMA, Kakkanad on November 2001 was attended. Mission team attended Trainers Training Programme on Child Rights at Trivandrum, workshop for poverty assessment for one day at KILA; and State level training to Grama Panchayat Presidents and resource persons at Trivandrum.

VIII.  Trainings Conducted by Officers

The major trianing programmes conducted in the District are listed below.

· Gender budgeting training for two days at Pala and Changanassery.

· Child Rights training for one day at Kottayam and Pala.

