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Kudumbashree 'Kanas Jaga' Film Festival of Indigenous Children starts in Ernakulam 

*Participation of more than 1000 tribal children from across the state

Ernakulam:  Kudumbashree 'Kanas Jaga' Film Festival of Indigenous Children started at St. Teresa's College, Ernakulam. Shri. M. B Rajesh, Minister, Local Self Government Department, Excise Department & Parliamentary Affairs Department, Government of Kerala inaugurated the festival online. 

All the short films screened in this film festival have been made by children from the areas where Kudumbashree Special Tribal Projects are being implemented. Not only the production of the films, but also the story and screenplay have been done by the children themselves. I understand that a short film festival of films made by children from the indigenous community is a first in India. The Minister said. Kudumbashree is implementing various activities across the state. One of the most notable and innovative among them is the intervention that has led to this Short Film Festival organized here. The Minister said.

He also said that Kudumbashree, who instilled confidence in the women community of Kerala to stand on their own feet, who made the biggest contribution in realizing the revolutionary call of the revolution from the kitchen to the arena, is today writing new lessons of women's empowerment. Along with economic, political and social empowerment, Kudumbashree is also carrying out cultural empowerment. He added.

The films are being screened in 3 venues named Siruvani, Bhavani and Sairandhri. On the first day of the film festival, seminars were held on the topics 'Cultural markers of indigenous life- Literature, Cinema and Media', 'Socio-Economic Challenges in the Indigenous Sector: Innovative Survival Strategies' and on the second day, seminar will be held on the topic 'Protection of Children's Right to Education in Indigenous Regions: A Changing Methodology of Education'. Face to Face Conversations are also organized as part of the film festival. The festival will come to an end on 27 October 2024.

Kanas Jaga (Dream Place) Programme is planned with the intention of making the children of the indigenous region excel in different fields according to their aptitude. Through the 'Kanas Jaga' Programme, Kudumbashree aims to make each and every one of them aware of the place where they live, its climate, climate changes, social problems and children's rights. Under the leadership of Kudumbashree, the project has been implemented in the first phase in the areas where the Tribal Special Projects are being implemented.

The activities were planned in such a way that every child who participated in the 'Kanas Jaga' Programme would help to nurture their senses of nature to the maximum. As part of the training, the socio-economic and cultural characteristics and shortcomings of each region were identified and the necessary solutions were presented creatively by the children themselves. In this way, 102 films were written and directed by the indigenous children themselves.

Adv P.V. Sreenijan, MLA, Kunnathunad Constituency presided over the function. Dr B Sreejith, Programme Officer, Kudumbashree  explained the project. Shri. Seeram Sambasiva Rao IAS, Principal Director, Local Self Government Department, Shri. P R Raneesh, Chairman, Infrastructure Development Standing Committee, Kochi Corporation, Ms. Sheeba Lal, Chairperson, Welfare Standing Committee, Kochi Corporation, Shri. Manu Jacob, Counselor, Kochi Corporation, Dr Ratheeh Kaliyadan, Education Expert, Dr. Salil U., District Mission Coordinator, Kudumbashree Thrissur District Mission, Shri. M. V Jayan, District Mission Coordinator, Kudumbashree Kannur District Mission, Shri. B. S Manoj, Assistant Project Officer, Attappady Tribal Special Project, Shri. Mintu Debnath, Shri. Nirmal, Representatives, Save the Children, Ms. Maruti Murugan, Governing Body Member, Kudumbashree, Shri. Anil K Paul, Assistant General Manager, Kerala Gramin Bank, Ms. Mary Mini, Chairperson, Kochi East CDS, Ms. Latha Babu, Chairperson, Kochi South CDS, Ms.Nabeesa Latheef, Chairperson, Kochi West CDS were also present at the programme. Ms. Rejeena T. M, District Mission Coordinator, Kudumbashree Ernakulam District Mission welcomed the gathering and Shri Nafih Muhammed, Public Relations Officer, Kudumbashree delivered the vote of thanks.
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