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This is the success story of a woman who is radiating light 
onto the lives of others through her candle making unit. 

Kayamkulam is one of the home towns famous for processing 
coir in Alappuzha district. The City Mission Management 
unit of the Urban Local Body has supported many urban 
poor to find various means of livelihood. Smt. Sheelamma 
is one among them.

The City Mission Management Unit (CMMU) had 
received many applications after the General Awareness 
campaign conducted in the Urban Local Body which 
provided information on the Self Employment Programme 
(SEP) Component of NULM and the support provided to 
establish a micro enterprise unit. Many persons came forward 
with diverse enterprise ideas and Sheelamma came with the 
idea to start a candle making unit. She already had a little bit 
experience in candle making as was engaged in the business 
from 2016 onwards. The initial times were not at all profitable 
for her. She started selling the candles in the nearby shops 
located near the churches. The effort to sell the candles by 
providing commissions was not profitable and therefore she 
started selling the products directly to the shops. Her packing 
was not that attractive. But the quality of the product helped 
her to sell the products on a lesser scale. But due to shortage of 
working capital and lack of knowledge on marketing, quality 
and variety products she was not able to proceed further. The 
banks were not willing to provide her loan.

When she came to know about the NULM scheme, she 
approached the City Mission Management Unit (CMMU) and 
discussed the possibilities of starting a candle making unit. 

Success Story of a woman who is
 radiating light to others lives 
through Candle making unit

Mazha Polima is a fallow less village Campaign being conducted by Kudumbashree Kasaragod District Mission 
as a part of the Mahila Kisan Sashakthikaran Pariyojana (MKSP) Agri Fest. The MKSP team of Kasargode 

District Mission propagates the innovative idea of this campaign. The Agri fest is being conducted in 41 Community 
Development Societies in Kasaragod district from 20 June 2018 to 30 July 2018. A total of 1010 Hectares of land was 
identified as fallow land in the district.

To convert fallow land into cultivable land, conservation of paddy land and traditional culture of farming, 
promotion of water literacy and food security, popularizing farming to the new generation, promotion of organic 
farming practices, to ensure convergence with various line department for to ensure fallow less village, promotion of 
the traditional farm related folk songs, games, art forms etc are the main objectives of the programme. The products 
of the Kudumbashree units were also kept for sale as part of the Mazha Polima campaign. As part of Mazha Polima 
Campaign, Community Development Societies (CDS) has also organised various innovative programmes such as 
District level photography competition and felicitation for women farmers etc.

The performance of the Community Development Societies participating in the campaign would be analyzed 
and awards would be distributed to the Best CDSs based on their performances. The CDS which converted maximum 
area of fallow land into cultivable land, best co-ordination, participation of the public in the campaign, documentation 
of the campaign, the CDS which cultivated maximum number of indigenous seeds, number of Joint Liability Groups 
doing cultivation in agriculture sector etc would be analysed for giving away the awards. The ethnic food festival 
organised as part of the Mazha Polima has been attracting more people to the campaign. The fest is becoming a 
model project in Kasaragod District.

Kudumbashree Kasaragod District 
Mission conducts ‘Koottukari’, the special 

programme organised for the girls from 
Scheduled Tribe Community in the district. The 
girls are given training for self defense, health, 
hygiene etc. Motivational training, capacity 
building classes are also provided to them to 
protect themselves from abuses and illness. The 
programme also extend legal awareness classes 
as it is envisioned to make the tribal girls, aware 
about the legal norms and the legal steps to be 
taken to fight back as more number of unwed 
mothers are identified in the tribal areas.

The trainings of the Koottukari programme 
are extended in the CDS level. The training 
programmes are being conducted with the 
support of Nirbhaya Police, the project 
of Kerala Police launched by State Home 
Department, Government of Kerala to prevent 
atrocities against women and children.The 10 
Community Development Societies which have 
more number of Tribal Girls are identified and 
given training in the first phase. So far, two 
training programmes had been completed and 
more programmes would be conducted in the 
upcoming weeks. Kudumbashree District of 
Kasaragod came up with such an initiative as 
the increasing cases of atrocities against women 
and children, especially in tribal areas needs to 
be identified, addressed and rectified.

She shared her anxieties as her initial experience was not 
positive. With the support of the City Mission Management 
Unit (CMMU) and Syndicate Bank, Kayamkulam she availed 
loan under the NULM Self Employment Programme 
(SEP) Component. The initial experience helped her to 
buy whatever is required and can be marketed. She started 
making 16 different types of candles and now she has wide 
customers. Today she is providing employment to two more 
women from the network. The marketing initiatives extended 
from the Kayamkulam to the nearby Urban Local Bodies 
and Districts now. She is now able to support her family in 
a good manner.

Koottukari: 
Special Programme for 
Girls from Scheduled 

Tribe Community

Mazha Polima 
Campaign from Kasaragod stands out unique

The winners of the Photography competition and logo designing competition 
organised in connection with the Animal Birth Control programme of 
Kudumbashree Mission is announced. ‘ Stray Dog Issue’ was the theme for 

Photography Competition. Shri. Sumesh Kodiyath, Photographer, Deshabhimani 
Thiruvannathapuram unit bagged the first prize and Shri. Sudharmadas, Chief 
Photographer, Kerala Kaumudi Ernakulam unit bagged the second prize for the 
Photography Competition. The Award for the First Prize and Second prize would 
be Rs.10,000 and Rs.5,000 respectively. Shri. Pradeep Kumar,Senior Photographer, 
Malayala Manorama, Malappuram Unit received special Jury Mention.

Shri. K.S. Ananthakrishnan bagged the first prize for the logo designing competition. 
The Award for First prize is Rs.10,000. Shri. R. Gopalakrishnan, renowned 
Photographer was the External Expert of the Jury who selected the winners. Smt. 
R. Ramlath Director, Kudumbashree Mission, Smt.Jayanthi Narendranath, Public 
Relations Officer, Kudumbashree Mission and Dr. L. Ravi Kumar, ABC Expert, 
Kudumbashree Mission were the other Jury members.

The Awards would be distributed to the winners at the programme which would be 
held as part of the conclusion of the ‘Suraksha-2018’ Awareness Campaign organised 
connection with the Animal Birth Control programme of Kudumbashree Mission 
at Thiruvananthapuram on 31 July 2018.

Photography-Logo Competition in connection 
with Animal Birth Control Programme -
Winners Announced

Kudumbashree to 
enter into Tourism Sector 

through Gavi Package

Kudumbashree District Mission of Pathanamthitta is all set to enter into Tourism Sector 
through  their Gavi Package. Associating with Scheduled Caste Development Department, 
Government of Kerala, Forest Department and District Tourism Promotion Council 

(DTPC)  Kudumbashree District Mission of Pathanamthitta would soon launch the Gavi 
Package. Kudumbashree would receive Rs 89 lakhs sanctioned for the same by the Scheduled 
Castes Development Department.  

As part of the initiative, 3 mini restaurants would be set up at Kodumon, Angamoozhi 
and Kochu Pamba engaging the Kudumbashree members. Kodumnon Panchayath will allot 
the land for the  restaurant which will be opened at Kodumon. At Angamoozhi, the restaurant 
would be set up near Angamoozhi bowl boat boat ride at Seethathode Panchayath and the 
land for the restaurant at Kochu Pamba would be provided by KSEB. 

Kudumbashree Mission would buy two mini luxury buses for operating the daily tour 
between Adoor and Gavi. E-tender for buying the buses had already been invited. The proposed 
mini bus would start journey from Adoor DTPC Centre. One of the buses would be for a one 
day journey and the other would be for two day journey. The one day tour package will cover 
Adoor, Kodumon, Konni, Thanithode, Chittar, Angamoozhi, Gavi, Thekkady, Kumily and return 
to Adoor via Mundakkayam. The one day trip is priced Rs.2000 inclusive of food. Whereas 
the the two day trip will cover Kottayam, Kumarakom, Alappuzha and return to Adoor and 
will be charged Rs 4000, which would also include the food charges. 

More than 75 % of the man power for the project would be met from the Scheduled Caste 
families. As per the plan, the consortium comprising the Departments of Scheduled Caste 
Development, Forest, Kudumbashree Mission, and the DTPC would monitor the project.

To promote the products of Kudumbashree 
members, Marketing team of Kudumbashree 

Mission conducts monthly office fairs. The office 
fairs were conducted at State Mission office located 
at Thiruvananthapuram and the Kudumbashree 
District Mission offices across the state.The District 
Missions were directed to conduct at least one fair in 
their districts by the Kudumbashree State Mission. 
A few districts took initiative to conduct the fairs at 
the CDS level as well. To attain more promotion for 
the products within the employees was the desired 
outcome of the programme. The office fairs were a 
grant success that sales of more than Rs 3 lakhs had 
been generated altogether.

Around 150 Kudumbashree Micro Enterprise 
units got benefited by the Office Mela held in the 
month of July 2018. Smt. Anupama T.V, District 
collector inaugurated the Office Mela held at Thrissur 
Collectorate. Thrissur District Mission came first by 
making maximum sales during Office trade fairs. 
Sales of Rs 96,870 had been generated from Thrissur. 
17 Micro Enterprises Units participated at the trade 
fair held at Thrissur Collectorate.

A total of 18 office fairs were conducted and 49 
Micro Enterprises Units participated at Wayanad. 
The other districts made one office trade fair each 
during the month. Total sales of Rs.16,500, Rs.2,950, 
Rs.9,110, Rs.7,880, Rs.16,600, Rs.14,160, Rs. 14,950, 
Rs. 96,870, Rs. 6,000, Rs. 11,420, Rs. 3,280, Rs. 
67,156, Rs.15,500, Rs. 3,300 were recorded at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Pathanamthitta, 
Alappuzha, Kottayam, Idukki, Ernakulam, Thrissur, 
Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode, Wayanad, 
Kannur and Kasaragod districts respectively. A sales 
of Rs. 16,500 was recorded at Kudumbashree State 
Mission office. The office fairs undoubtedly bring in 
more acceptance for the Kudumbashree products.

Office fairs 
to promote 

Kudumbashree products
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